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Leftisis Disturb
‘Rebel’ Lecturer Trial

AN

P £
T

the court building.

Students wrapped in white

ICOBE—Leftist radicals mix-
cd heckling wilh carrol sing-
ing and a candielicght. rally at
the Kobe 'District Court Thurs-
day morning, throwing into
turmoil the first trial ol a
former "rebel” lecturer at Kobe
University and four students,

The session pol off 1o a {ense
start al 10.30 am. wilh Noboru
Maltsushita, 34, the dismissed
lecturer, and three of four
other defendants in the dock.

. When Presiding Judge Telsuo
Yamashita took his seal, dozens
ol students in the speclators’
gallery suddenly rose to their
feet, some wrapping themselves
in while sheets, and started
singing “Joy to the World” in
a strange version ol a Christ-
mas [Eve pariy.

Matsushita and other defend-
ants responded o the noisy
charus by clagping their hands.
About 10 students were evicled
out of the courtroom by the riot
police,

When the judge told Matsu-
shita and others 1o identify
themselves, a student whn had
sneaked into the dock during
the initial confusion served as a
stancd-in, replying to the judpe
on behall of the four. Ile was

quickly shoved out.

The defense counsel  joined
the unruly defendants and spee-
tators in demanding a writing
Lable [or the men in the dock.

With the proceedings making
little head way, the judge ad-
journcd {he session at 1115
am. The sccond session was
scl for Jamuary 22 next year.

‘Malsushila and another de-
fendant  were  placed  under
custody when they scaltered

conlctti on their way out. of
the courtroom.

Outside the court building,
about 30 radicals walked around
lichted candles, singing earrols
and shouting “Merry Christmas”
hefore the riot police dispersed
them.

The police arrested a student
ol IKwansci Gakuin Universily
who had been wanted since last
September on charges of inflict-
ing injurics on a professor in
June last year.

Matsushita, a stubborn antl-
order Jecturer in German, was
fircd Jast Oclober 16 for a
scries of “rehellious” acts in-
cluding refusal to give lessons,
obstructing classes of fellow in-
structors and smearing black-

boards jn classrooms wilh paint.

Hymn Singers Ejected
From Lecturer’s Trial

KONE—Six students sing-
ing hymns were ejected from
the public gallery during an
abortive first day in the trial
of a former  universily
Jecturer and three students
charged with trespass and
obstruction of. husiness in
campus revolt. mm widay

The lecturer, 5
Noboru Malsu-
shita, 31, who;
taught German ;@
at Kobe Uni- &
versity, is the 74
first universily g
teacher to
stand trial in a ,}
student dis-
pute, ¥

The prosecu.

Matsushita
tion charged that Matsushita

was in collusion with the
students’ campus  struggle
committee ol his university
that staged a series of
antiadministration movements
from Decemher 1968 - to
August, last year,

Matsushita  continued a
lonc bhattle with the admin.
istration even after the cam.
pus revolt. subsided.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Miitsushita  obstructed
the class ol a professor on
Sept. 1, last year, when clas.
ses resumed in the university.
He occupied the rostrum of a
classroom on that day* after
physically expelling Prof. Ma.

sayuki Kobayashi from the
classroom.
On Dec. 4, last year and

April 8 this year, Matsushita
stormed Into a room where
faculty members had gathered
to discuss his punishment. He
thrust a microphone toward
Mitsuasz Yuasa, dean of the
general education faculty, de-
manding that he open the
meeting lo all. ’
On Jan. &, this year, he
painted slogans on the black-
hoard of a classroom, makjng
it unusable the prosecution
said. .
Kobe University dismissed
him Oct. 16 for taking leave
without authorization and

4 5

obstructing classes,
When the hearing opened,

.six students draped in white

sheets, started singing hymns
In the gallery, and the de.
fendants joined in the chorus,

.Iuc!ge Yamashita ordered
the six students to leave. He
then noticed that seven “de.
fendants” were scated on a
bench although the number
should have heen five. As the
judge called the names of
cach defendant, the same per-
son rose each time {o answer
“Ave, sir.”

The judge ordered one man
to leave after finding he was
not a defendant and placed
under restraint a second fake
defendant who refused to be
ejected.

The court was adjourned 45
minutes later without even
completing the preliminaries
of identifying the accused,
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